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Iran is poised to re-emerge as the powerhouse of the Middle East in the 21st century. Already
taking on massive export and energy diversification projects and working to acquire a nuclear
weapons arsenal, Iran is likely to attain the stature of regional power in the coming years, thanks
in no small measure to the vacuum created by the chaos in Iraq, which for many years served as a
counterweight to Iran in the region. Gonzalez illuminates the path toward a new approach to
engagement with Iran. Only then can the United States reap the benefits of a new Middle East.But
is a nuclear-armed Iran a direct strategic threat to the United States? While post-revolutionary
politics have harnessed anti-Americanism as a matter of policy, Gonzalez argues that this is only a
sign of a larger enterprise of democratization; a trajectory of independence, as the author calls it.
This trajectory has led Iran to release itself from the shackles of foreign power intervention and
has put it closer to home-grown democracy than any other nation in the Muslim Middle East. This
promise of democracy, set in the wider scope of Iranian Shi'i jurisprudence and practice, is set to
elevate the largest segment of Iranian societysb”its educated and pro-American youthsbh"to the
forefront of Iranian politics.The Middle East is in crisis, and within every crisis lies opportunity.
America must not repeat the myopic mistakes of the past. A far-sighted and grand-strategic
approach to engagement with Iran promises to open doors to regional stability and political
development. Only then can America, as the global superpower, reap the benefits of a new Middle
East, with the Islamic Republic of Iran at the helm.
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